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7TH & 8TH GRADE 
 The Battle Moderator will begin by 

asking the first question  twice.  Once the 

question is asked twice, the Timekeeper will 

allow 20 seconds for teams to deliberate and 

write down their answers. At the end of the 

20 seconds, one team will have the chance to 

answer out loud (the answering team will vary 

every question). The Battle Moderator will 

announce the correct answer and the Team 

Scorekeepers will mark how many points were 

won.  If your team answers correctly you get 

4 points plus a bonus point if you can give 

the last name of the author. This means that 

each question is worth a potential 5 points.  

Answers must be specific. The moderator and 

judges will decide if an answer given is cor-

rect, and that decision is final. There will 

be three rounds with one question from each 

book per round. 

  

 At the end of each round, scorecards 

will be collected and verified.  At the end 

of the third round, the Judges will tally all 

scores. If there is a tie, a special lighten-

ing round will take place between the tied 

teams. Once a clear winner has been made, the 

Battle Moderator will announce the winners. 

The top three teams will receive prizes.  

  

So, are you interested yet? To get started 

grab this booklist and a registration form. 

Find four friends in 7th and/or 8th grade, 

find a responsible adult to be a Team Man-

ager, create a name for your team, and start 

reading!!! All final registration forms  are 

due January 24, 2011 by 8:00 PM. 

 

Questions??? Visit the B.O.B WIKI @  

info4BOB.blogspot.com/ 

 You will need to have a responsible 

person, 18 years or over, to act as your Team 

Manager. The Team Manager is there to help you 

get organized, practice for the battle, and 

provide transportation the night of the event. 

In the past, teams have asked a parent, a 

teacher, an older sibling, or their school 

librarian to be Team Managers.   

  

 Here are some rules that you’ll need 

to know about before heading into library to 

check out books for the Battle of the Books: 

1. Books may be borrowed for 1 week and re-

newed once. 

2. There is a limit of 2 books allowed on a 

single library card at one time. 

3. The books can only be borrowed on a li-

brary card belonging to a team member. 

Team Managers are not to check out books 

for their teams.  

4. The books will be available at Sewickley 

Library, Moon Library, and your school li-

braries. 

5. Overdue fines for Battle Books are 

$.25/day. 

6. If the library doesn’t have the book be-

cause all copies have been checked out, 

ask a librarian to order you a copy from 

another library— this service is free! 

  

 So now, here’s what happens on the 

night of the Book Battle.  First, your team 

will need to arrive at Hansen Library 15 min-

utes before the start time (that’s 6:45 PM). 

You’ll sign in and set up your table. Each 

team will be given a pad of paper and a pencil 

to use. Your team manager will be present, but 

he/she will be working as a Scorekeeper for 

another team to be named at the battle. 



Ask Me No Questions by Marina 
Tamar Budhos 
Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, 
and their parents leave Bangladesh 
for New York City, but the expira-
tion of their visas and the events of 
September 11, 2001, bring frustra-
tion, sorrow, and terror for the whole  
family. 

Climbing the Stairs by Padma 
Venkatraman 
In India, in 1941, when her father 
becomes brain-damaged in a non-
violent protest march, fifteen-year-
old Vidya and her family are forced 
to move in with her father's extended 
family and become accustomed to a 
totally different way of life. 

The Disreputable History of 
Frankie Landau-Banks by E. 
Lockhart 
Sophomore Frankie starts dating 
senior Matthew Livingston, but 
when he refuses to talk about the 
all-male secret society that he and 
his friends belong to, Frankie infil-
trates the society in order to enli-
ven their mediocre pranks. 

The Forest of Hands and Teeth 
by Carrie Ryan. 
Through twists and turns of fate, 
orphaned Mary seeks knowledge of 
life, love, and especially what lies 
beyond her walled village and the 
surrounding forest, where dwell the 
Unconsecrated, aggressive flesh-
eating people who were once dead. 

Great Wide Sea by Madaline  
Herlong 
Still mourning the death of their 
mother, three brothers go with 
their father on an extended sailing 
trip off the Florida Keys and have 
a harrowing adventure at sea. 

Leviathan by Scott Westerfield 
In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-
year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the 
run from the Clanker Powers who 
are attempting to take over the globe 
using mechanical machinery, forms 
an uneasy alliance with Deryn who, 
disguised as a boy to join the British 
Air Service, is learning to fly geneti-

The Maze Runner by James  
Dashner 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes 
up with no memory in the mid-
dle of a maze and realizes he 
must work with the community 
in which he finds himself if he is 
to escape. 

Million Dollar Throw by Mike 
Lupica 
Eighth-grade star quarterback Nate 
Brodie's family is feeling the stress of 
the troubled economy, and Nate is 
frantic because his best friend Abby 
is going blind, so when he gets a 
chance to win a million  
dollars if he can complete a pass 
during the halftime of a New Eng-
land Patriot's game, he is nearly over-

The Rock and the River by Kekla 
Magoon 
In 1968 Chicago, fourteen-year-old 
Sam Childs is caught in a conflict 
between his father's nonviolent ap-
proach to seeking civil rights for 
African Americans and his older 
brother, who has joined the Black 
Panther Party. 

Slob by Ellen Potter 
Picked on, overweight genius 
Owen tries to invent a televi-
sion that can see the past to 
find out what happened the 
day his parents were killed. 

Annotations taken from Novelist © EBSCO 2007 

Battle of the Books  

Information for Students 

 The Battle of the Books is a competi-

tion where teams made up of five teens (in 

this case 7th & 8th graders) read the chosen 

books and then participate in a trivia con-

test about those books. It’s a fun way to 

get some recreational reading done and actu-

ally get rewarded for it with some great 

prizes. 

  

 As a team, you need to assign the 

books to be read by the various team members. 

You can have each team member read two books, 

have all team members read all books, or some 

combination between.  It’s really up to you! 


